
CSS Typography 

Webpage Design 



Typography 

Clarity 

Typography has many purposes but clarity (readability) and personality are 
two of the most important. Notice that the two fonts used above are subtly 
different and this makes a big difference to the way they look on the page. 

Arial 

Personality 
Trebuchet MS 



Typography and fonts 
• Typography is not just about choosing the 

correct font for a particular design, it’s 
about how that font is used: 
• Size and colour 
• Line height 
• Letter and word spacing 
• General layout, whitespace and hierarchies 

• CSS gives us control of these parameters 



CSS Typography 

Here’s an example of a web 
page displayed without styles 
and with CSS added. Notice 
particularly how visual 
hierarchy is changed in the 
CSS version. 
http://xheight.co.uk/ 

http://xheight.co.uk/�


Web Typography is changing... 
• In the past, web designers were restricted 

to using only those fonts that were 
installed on the client computer. 

• This limited set of fonts were described as 
“web safe” fonts. 

• Modern browsers now support the CSS3 
“@font-face” feature, which potentially 
enables designers to use any font. 

http://www.w3schools.com/css/css_websafe_fonts.asp 

http://www.webdesigndev.com/web-development/16-gorgeous-web-safe-fonts-to-use-with-css 
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...and we’re almost there 
• There are a few creases to iron out: 

– Most browsers support TTF and OTF font 
formats but IE supports only EOT. 

– Designers cannot use most fonts without a 
web license. 

• Fortunately, there are a growing number of 
“web font embedding services” that serve 
all formats and provide a convenient way 
to pay for licensing. 

http://webfonts.info/wiki/index.php?title=@font-face_browser_support/ 

http://opentype.info/blog/2009/07/29/why-webfont-services-are-the-future-of-fonts-on-the-web/ 

http://www.smashingmagazine.com/2010/10/20/review-of-popular-web-font-embedding-services/ 
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Open Source fonts are free 
• Fonts with an open source 

license may be used for free. 
• Some services, such as Google 

web fonts, provide an easy way 
to use open source fonts. 

• Font embedding is in its infancy 
and the next few years will see 
many changes to the way fonts 
are used on the web. 

http://www.google.com/webfonts 

http://www.google.com/webfonts�


Web font services 

• In addition to Google, there are now a 
number of services that serve fonts. 

• Some are free and others have varying 
payment models. 

http://www.webdesignermag.co.uk/inspiration/5-web-font-services-not-to-miss/ 
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What’s a Serif? 

A Serif Font 
A Sans-Serif Font 

Traditionally, the 
purpose of the serif 
was to guide the eye 
when reading small 
printed body text. 

On the web, serif fonts 
don’t render well and 
so the sans-serif fonts 
are more commonly 
used for body text – a 
reversal of the 
traditional printed use. 

Cambria 

Calibri 



Print/Online Comparison 

Sans-serif 
heading 

Serif body 
text 

Serif 
heading 

Sans-serif  
body text 



Screen Fonts 

Georgia 

Verdana x-height 

x-height 

Fonts designed specifically for the screen tend to have larger x-heights. 
This results in more open “counters”, making them more easily 
rendered and therefore more readable. Georgia and Verdana are good 
examples of this and are commonly used in combination on websites. 

counter 



Georgia + Verdana 



WHICH FONT SHOULD I USE? 
Webpage Design 



Font Face 

Verdana: large X-height, neutral Sans serif 



Font Face 

Arial: classic, scientific but warm Sans serif 



Font Face 

Comic Sans MS: informal, childish or amateur Sans serif 



Font Face 

Times New Roman: classic, compact Serif 



Font Face 

Georgia: elaborate, warm Serif 



Font Face 

Courier New: basic, traditional Serif 



Verdana body text with 
Georgia headings 



Arial body text and 
headings with Georgia 
pull quote. 



How many typefaces can I use? 

You’d have to make a pretty good case for using more than 2. 



HOW CAN CSS HELP? 
Webpage Design 



CSS Typographic Properties 
font-family: Georgia, “Times New Roman”, Times, serif; 
font-size: 1.0em; 
font-style: italic; 
font-variant: small-caps; 
font-weight: bold; 
letter-spacing: 0.1em; 
line-height: 1.5em; 
text-align: justify; 
text-decoration: line-through; 
text-indent: 1.2em; 
text-transform: lowercase; 
word-spacing: 0.5em; 
 



Text pseudo-elements 

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit. In posuere velit 
ut risus tempus in hendrerit leo auctor. Ut accumsan enim sit amet orci 
sollicitudin accumsan. Pellentesque volutpat pharetra metus sit amet 
vestibulum. Vivamus sit amet nibh turpis, vel laoreet magna. Lorem 
ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit. In ligula nisl, iaculis eu 
tincidunt nec, sollicitudin posuere libero. Nulla semper, quam eget 
scelerisque tempus, velit lacus tincidunt diam, sit amet lacinia enim 
sapien sed sem. Fusce convallis pretium semper 

p:first-line { 
color:#CC0000; 
} 
p:first-letter { 
color:#0000CC; 
font-size:xx-large; 
} 
 



p { 
text-align:left; 
} 

The default – does not need to 
be specified. 

 



p { 
text-align:justify; 
} 

 
Providing columns are wide enough. 



Justified text in narrow 
columns is a bad idea 

Distracting “rivers” 

Distracting over-large spacing 



p { 
text-align:center; 
} 

 
Never for body text, headings maybe. 



p { 
text-align:right; 
} 

 
Just wrong for Western script. 



p { 
line-spacing:1.5em; 
} 

The default value. 



p { 
line-spacing:1.0em; 
} 

Too narrow. 



p { 
line-spacing:2.0em; 
} 

Too wide? 



WHAT UNITS SHOULD I USE? 
Webpage Design 



Typographic Units 
• There are a wide range of units that a 

designer may use when specifying the size 
of type in CSS. 

• In practice, only px (pixels), em (ems) and 
% (percent) are commonly used. 

• The px is an “absolute” measurement 
whereas both em and % are “relative” or 
scalable. 

• It is best practice to use relative units 
because IE6 will not scale fonts set with px. 



Font Size Strategy 
• Different designers will have different 

approaches to font sizing. 
• For example, some will adopt a strategy of 

setting the <body> font size to 62.5% and then 
using ems in all other declarations. 

• This works because the default font size is 16px 
and 16 x 0.625 = 10px, which is more 
convenient because if a designer wants <h1> to 
be 48px high, the size can be set to 4.8em thus 
enabling a specific size to be set without 
resorting to absolute units or weird numbers. 
http://clagnut.com/blog/348/ 

http://clagnut.com/blog/348/�


Image Replacement 
<h1> 

<h2> <h2> 

<h2> 

<h2 class="move">Apply now</h2>  
<p class="apply-now">MA Web Design &amp; Content Planning (full-time and part-time modes) 
now recruiting for <strong>September 2010</strong>. 
<br /> <a href="http://www.websitearchitecture.co.uk/programme-
details/index.php#applications">Find out more&hellip;</a></p>  
 

#content-sub p.apply-now { 
background-
image:url(images/apply-now-
default.png); 
background-repeat:no-repeat; 
background-position:top right; 
padding-top:35px; 
padding-right:25px; 
margin-top:-10px; 
} 
.move { 
position:absolute; 
text-indent:-5000px; 
} 
 



The End 
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