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Typography

Clarity

Arial

Personality

Trebuchet MS

Typography has many purposes but clarity (readability) and personality are
two of the most important. Notice that the two fonts used above are subtly
different and this makes a big difference to the way they look on the page.



Typography and fonts

o Typography is not just about choosing the
correct font for a particular design, it's

about how that font is used:

e Size and colour

e Line height

e Letter and word spacing

e General layout, whitespace and

e CSS gives us control of these

nierarchies

parameters
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Nostalgia
October 31,2011

“Good design aims to promote those features and values that are timeless. Truly great design |
in a way that cannot be forgotten.™

A lot of people get nostalgic when faced with the often intrusive evolution of technology. Partly it’s
willingness and ability to change; our adaptiveness. New things can be overwhelming, too complex
from the current norm. I often find myself saying “What does this solve? I don’t have a problem [...

Continue reading “Nostalgia™

Latest Articles

Learning to freelance

It’s been 1% year since I left my position as Creative Director for a stellar agency in Utah and starte
time. Over the course of that time ['ve been lucky enough to have some awesome clients around the
miss my old co-workers and crew, it’s been an unbelievable nide_ [...]

Here's an example of a web
page displayed without styles
and with CSS added. Notice
particularly how visual
hierarchy is changed in the
CSS version.

http://xheight.co.uk/

October 31, 2011

Nostalgia

“Good design aims to promote those features and
values that are timeless. Truly great design
embodies them in a way that cannot be
forgotten.”

A lot of people get nostalgic when faced with the often intrusive evolution of technology. Partly
it’s down to our willingness and ability to change; our adaptiveness. New things can be
overwhelming, too complex to justify upgrading from the current norm. I often find myself saying
“What does this solve? I don’t have a problem |...|

Continue reading “Nostalgia”

Latest Articles

Learning to freelance

It's been 144 year since I left my position as Creative Director for a stellar agency in Utah and
started freelancing full time. Over the course of that time I've been lucky enough to have some
awesome clients around the world. While I do miss my old co-workers and crew, it’s been an
unbelievable ride. |...|
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Web Typography Is changing...

 In the past, web designers were restricted
to using only those fonts that were
Installed on the client computer.

 This limited set of fonts were described as
“web safe” fonts.

 Modern browsers now support the CSS3
“@font-face” feature, which potentially
enables designers to use any font.
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...and we’re almost there

e There are a few creases to Iron out:

— Most browsers support TTF and OTF font
formats but IE supports only EOT.

— Designers cannot use most fonts without a
web license.

* Fortunately, there are a growing number of
“web font embedding services” that serve
all formats and provide a convenient way
to pay for licensing.
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Open Source fonts are free

e Fonts with an open source

license may be used for free.

e« Some services, such as Google -~
web fonts, provide an easy way =~ mo
to use open source fonts.

 Font embedding is in its infancy m

and the next few years will see e

OFL Sorts Mill Goudy TT

many changes to the way fonts
are used on the web. Rl


http://www.google.com/webfonts�

Web font services

 |In addition to Google, there are now a
number of services that serve fonts.

« Some are free and others have varying
payment models.
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Fabulous Fonts, Easy to Use, Awesome value
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http://www.webdesignermag.co.uk/inspiration/5-web-font-services-not-to-miss/
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What's a Serif?

Traditionally, the
purpose of the serif

m was to guide the eye
A Serif Font i
printed body text.

Cambria

A Sans-Serif Font

Calibri

On the web, serif fonts
don’t render well and
so the sans-serif fonts
are more commonly
used for body text — a
reversal of the
traditional printed use.



Sans-serif
heading

Serif body
text
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On the move

High-profile job wins help triple Wilkinson Eyre

profits

sHArE ¢ 3 00

But future of Science Museum masterplan in doubt

Wilkinson Eyre has seen profits triple for the financial year ended 31
March 2011, following a series of high-profile commissions.lts pre-tax
profits rose from £293,516 in 2010 to £923,820.

In the same year the London-based firm’s turnover increased by 5%
from £10.8 million to £11.4 million and staff numbers rose from 105
to 126.

In its annual accounts, filed at Companies House this week, Wilkinson
Eyre said the successful figures were a result of a number of
high-profile jobs.

In July 2010 it was appointed to design a cross-Thames cable car in
east London, while in May the firm received planning approval for the
£78 million redevelopment of Oxford University’s New Bodleian Library
and for the Siemens Urban Sustainability Centre, due to open in early
2012,

RELATED ARTICLES

Science Museum poaches
V&A’s head of projects

Design Museum's original
home put up for sale

Overseas work has included plans for a new building at Swinburne University of Technology in
Melbourne, Australia, and its first project win in Germany — a 130m-long bridge in HafenCity,

Hamburg.

Meanwhile, this week Wilkinson Eyre’s £100 million masterplan for the Science Museum was thrown
into doubt after the museum’s director, lan Blatchford, scrapped part of the project’s first phase.

He is thought to be keen to put his own stamp on the museum’s redevelopment, which was
conceived by his predecessor, Chris Rapley, and designed by Wilkinson Eyre in 2009.
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heading

Sans-serif
body text



Screen Fonts

Georgia

counter

Verdana -

Fonts designed specifically for the screen tend to have larger x-heights.
This results in more open “counters”, making them more easily
rendered and therefore more readable. Georgia and Verdana are good
examples of this and are commonly used in combination on websites.

X-height
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Expanding Text Areas Made
Elegant

by NEIL JENKINS

An expanding text area is a mutli-line text input field
that expands in height to fit its contents. Commonly
found in both desktop and mobile applications, such as
the SMS composition field on the iPhone, it's a good
choice when you don’t know how much text the user will
write and you want to keep the layout compact; as such,
it's especially useful on interfaces targeted at
smartphones. Yet despite the ubiquity of this control,
there’s no way to create it using only HTML and CSS, and
most JavaScript solutions have suffered from guesswork,

inaccuracy, or a lack of elegance ... until now.




Webpage Design

WHICH FONT SHOULD | USE?



What, where, how & how much?

Software Piracy

Before going any further I should make one point clear: I do not condone the use of pirate
software. It is illegal and it's not even necessary as there are perfectly adequate open source
alternatives, free and low-cost versions of the software you need.

What are the options?

As a student, you have 3 basic options when it comes to acquiring software; open source, free
educational software and low-cost educational software. In most cases, a satisfactory digital
design toolkit can be assembled using a combination of all 3 and if you're on a very tight budget
and don't mind a little extra legwork, it can even be done for free.

Open Source Software

The open source movement is becoming an increasingly important force in software development.
In fact, it's now possible to run your entire digital design workstation (including the operating
system) using only open source software. Most importantly, in recent years, the quality of open
source alternatives has become at least as good as the commercial standard (the Firefox web
browser for example). It's not appropriate to discuss the details of the open source software
movement here so take a look at this Wikipedia article if you'd like to know more. The important
thing to understand is that with few exceptions, open source software is free.
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important thing to understand is that with few exceptions, open source software is free.
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Are you really ready to start a new community?

Before you create a forum, you should ask yourself a series of guestions: Why would people
join your community? Does yvour existing site attract a decent amount of traffic? Do other
established forums exist that aim to attract yvour target user base? Do you have a niche
audience in mind, or is yvour planned forum subject too broad to compete against other
communities? How will a forum add to yvour current website? You may find that vou have
more homework to do—or that there’s probably not encugh interest to make a new forum

warth vour while.

If wou decide that yvou are ready to get started, keep in mind that online communities are
quite a bit like college parties—you're inviting a bunch of people vou don't know inta vaour
house, and that poses a series of challenges. If vou don't get the word out, wou may be the
only one there. If you're not properly organized, yvour guests will leave before they've even
introduced themselves. If vou dont keep on top of the party, inebriated strangers may bully

vour invited guests or trash vour living room.
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Principles and Elements of Design

A Web Design Review
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s s croetyl v oY First, | want the focus to be on layout and design.
e The Zen Garden does this wonderfully by allowing
T graphic designers to alter a pre-existing page of
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How many typefaces can | use?

You’'d have to make a pretty good case for using more than 2.



Webpage Design

HOW CAN CSS HELP?



CSS Typographic Properties

font-family: Georgia, “Times New Roman”, Times, serif;
font-size: 1.0em,;

font-style: italic;

font-variant: small-caps;
font-weight: bold,;
letter-spacing: 0.1em:;
line-height: 1.5em;
text-align: justify;
text-decoration: line-through;
text-indent: 1.2em:;
text-transform: lowercase;
word-spacing: 0.5em;



Text pseudo-elements

p:first-line {
color:#CC0000;

}

p:first-letter {
color:#0000CC,;
font-size:xx-large;

}

|_orem Ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit. In posuere velit

ut risus tempus in hendrerit leo auctor. Ut accumsan enim sit amet orci
sollicitudin accumsan. Pellentesque volutpat pharetra metus sit amet
vestibulum. Vivamus sit amet nibh turpis, vel laoreet magna. Lorem
ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit. In ligula nisl, iaculis eu
tincidunt nec, sollicitudin posuere libero. Nulla semper, qguam eget
scelerisque tempus, velit lacus tincidunt diam, sit amet lacinia enim
sapien sed sem. Fusce convallis pretium semper
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Student Software

Introduction

As a student at the University of Greenwich, you have access to a whole range of software
when on campus. But how do you go about getting hold of that same software for your own PC
at a reasonable cost or (preferably) free? This page aims to give you all the information you need
on what to get, where to get it, how to get it and what to pay.

What, where, how & how much?

Software Piracy
Before going any further I should make one point clear: I do not condone the use of pirate

software. It is illegal and it's not even necessary as there are perfectly adequate open source
alternatives, free and low-cost versions of the software you need.

What are the options?

As a student, you have 3 basic options when it comes to acquiring software; open source, free
educational software and low-cost educational software. In most cases, a satisfactory digital
design toolkit can be assembled using a combination of all 3 and if you're on a very tight budget
and don't mind a little extra legwork, it can even be done for free.

Open Source Software

The open source movement is becoming an increasingly important force in software development.
In fact, it's now possible to run your entire digital design workstation (including the operating
system) using only open source software. Most importantly, in recent years, the quality of open
source alternatives has become at least as good as the commercial standard (the Firefox web
browser for example). It's not appropriate to discuss the details of the open source software
movement here so take a look at this Wikipedia article if you'd like to know more. The important
thing to understand is that with few exceptions, open source software is free.

Free Software and Free Educational Software

Increasingly, it is becoming possible for students and non-commercial organisations to acquire full
commercial versions of software for free. You may have seen software described as being "free
for personal and non-commercial use". This means that if you're using the software for
educational use and you don't get paid for doing what you do with it, you may use it for free.
There are a number of examples of this kind of software listed below.

A more recent phenomenon is the tendency for big commercial concerns like Google and
Microsoft to just give stuff away for free - because they can and because they are aware of the
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The programme takes graduates from many
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business, profession, government office or other
organisation. Applicants should have an interest in
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employed in a modern office environment.
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with regard to both graphic/artistic and business
objectives, such as corporate identity and branding.
The architectural principle that form should follow
function” is relevant, not as a rule, but because
aesthetic considerations must be judged with regard
to technical and functional considerations.

Career Options

Enhanced skills for use within chose
CAreer or a new career in web
design

The technical aspects of the programme provide an
understanding of the use of the wide range of tools
that are available for the design and management of
a website. The functional aspects of the programme
focus on the creation of web pages that are usable,
accessible, and employ good information
architecture. Students require an understanding of
how people use the web and how they like to
navigate and search for information.

Distracting over-large spacing
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WHAT UNITS SHOULD | USE?



Typographic Units

There are a wide range of units that a
designer may use when specifying the size
of type in CSS.

In practice, only px (pixels), em (ems) and
% (percent) are commonly used.

The px Is an “absolute” measurement
whereas both em and % are “relative” or
scalable.

It Is best practice to use relative units
because IE6 will not scale fonts set with px.



Font Size Strategy

 Different designers will have different
approaches to font sizing.

* For example, some will adopt a strategy of
setting the <body> font size to 62.5% and then
using ems In all other declarations.

* This works because the default font size is 16px
and 16 x 0.625 = 10px, which is more
convenient because If a designer wants <hl1> to
be 48px high, the size can be set to 4.8em thus
enabling a specific size to be set without
resorting to absolute units or weird numbers.



http://clagnut.com/blog/348/�

<h1> Study web design in London at the

<h2>

<h2 class="move">Apply now</h2>

Image Replacement

University of Greenwich

he MA Web Design & Content Planning programme takes graduates
I from many disciplines and provides them with the hands-on skills
necessary to plan, design, build and promote an effective website in
relation to the needs of a business, profession, government office or
organisation. The programme is also suitable for those who are considering a
future in freelance web design. Applicants should have an interest in desig{ h 2 >
and a working familiarity with the software employed in a modern office

environment. See Our students for more information.

There are many web design courses in London but we are the only institution
currently offering a post-graduate MA in this fast-evolving subject.

Learning web design

The design of excellent websites presents a notable intellectual challenge and
on graduating from the programme, students will have the skills to design,
publish and manage a corporate intranet or a public website. In addition,
students will learn how to promote and generate revenue from public
websites. The objective is to provide a balanced education in the three aspects

Programme details
Core courses

Our philosophy
Design principles

Our students
Frequent questions
Web design bookshelf
Contact

MA Web Design & Content
Planning (full-time and part-
time modes) now recruiting.for
September 2010

Find out mare._..

<h2> Redesign this site

Select one of the colour options
below to change the way this site
looks. How does this work?

#content-sub p.apply-now {
background-
image:url(images/apply-now-
default.png);
background-repeat:no-repeat;
background-position:top right;
padding-top:35px;
padding-right:25px;
margin-top:-10px;

}

.move {

position:absolute;
text-indent:-5000px;

}

<p class="apply-now">MA Web Design &amp; Content Planning (full-time and part-time modes)

now recruiting for <strong>September 2010</strong>.

<br /> <a href="http://www.websitearchitecture.co.uk/programme-
details/index.php#applications">Find out more&hellip;</a></p>



The End
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